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Message Brief
Sunday, April 19, 2020
John 20:19-31 New International Version (NIV)

On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the doors locked for fear of the Jewish leaders, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord. Again, Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.” And with that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive anyone’s sins, their sins are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.” 

Now Thomas (also known as the twin), one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples when Jesus came. So, the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord!” But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe.” A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe.” Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!” Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”

Jesus performed many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not recorded in this book. 31 But these are written that you may believe[b] that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name

Jesus has risen! The disciples did not exactly jump up for joy and get about going to spread the good news. Not immediately. 

They were shut up at home. Sheltering in place so to speak. Sheltering from what? Sheltering from the political religious elites who were not willing to share the limelight with Jesus, and ready to do anything including taking lives for their selfishness sake. Not exactly Easter eggs and bunnies!

But neither is life in the real world. Reality is more complicated. Good news comes forth. But not before fear, hiding, disagreement, and then, eventually gets to the spreading good news of Jesus resurrection.

We are not the first disciples to face fear. To fear for our lives from a deadly foe. To be shut up inside longing to get out and live free from fear.

And here’s where Jesus comes in. Literally, Jesus comes in. Jesus comes in not with scolding because they were afraid. Not with harshness, but with gentle love and compassion. And he speaks Peace.

Reminds us to focus on this mission. Let go. Forgive. Let go of the things that hold us back. Dive into the joys of serving Christ by serving others, giving us new and beautiful times to focus on, focus forward. 
Oh, how precious peace of heart, mind, and life, is. How wonderful to live free, open, loving? 
Jesus comes and shows up-to gently remind us that not only does he have this, he has everything.

And the time is coming to get out. Get out and go. Go and be about bringing good news to everyone. 

Our time is coming. We will be able to get out. Wisely, in compassion, like Christ, caring for others.

May all the time we have now, all shut up, be time to remember how blessed we are,
pray for those suffering, and look forward to when we can exercise our wonderful freedom to live like Jesus-going, helping, loving.

Do all you can remotely. We are not remotely done!

Looking forward to when we can be together again,

Pastor Harley
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